LETTERS  OF  KINO  HENRY  VIII

which in your Grace, nature enforcing the same, ough
largely to be showed.   Moreover, what charge of conscience
what grudge and fretting, yea, what danger of damnatioj
should it be to your soul, with perpetual infamy of you
renown, slanderously to distain with dishonour so goodly ;
creature, so virtuous a lady, and namely your natural child
procreate in lawful matrimony, as to be reputed baseborn
which cannot otherwise be avoided, unless your Grace wil
(as in conscience ye are bound under peril of God's evc3
lasting indignation) to relinquish the adulterer's compan)
with him that is not nor may not be of right your hus-
band. . . .l

In the middle of June there was a very bad outbreak of the
disease known as the * sweating sickness', from which England
had been free for some twelve years. People died like flics,
especially in London and the home counties, and the Court kept
moving from place to place to avoid the risk of infection*
Even so, however, the disease claimed its victims from the King's
household, and on June 16 one of Anne Bolcyn's maids suc-
cumbed to the infection. It was the day the Court was due to
remove to Waltham. Henry kept to his plan, taking with him
only a few attendants, to lessen the danger of infection, and
Anne was sent to Hever, in Kent, her father's household, After
a few days at Waltham Henry removed to Hunsdon, from
whence he wrote the following, sometime before June 22,

x.To ANNE BOLEYN

The unquietness I had from doubt of your good health
troubled and distressed me not a little, and I should have had
no rest had I not been ascertained thereof, but since as yet you
have felt nothing I trust and am indeed well assured that it will
cease where you are, as I trust it is doing here; for when we
were at Waltham two ushers, two grooms-of-the-chambcr, your
brother and Master Treasurer sickened, and arc now wholly
1 Calig. B. VI, f. 225.